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Blessing Each Other!

Overview

Evangelist David Forrest, he's a third generation Pentecostal preacher. He

has traveled the world, 37 countries, itinerating, preaching, leading pastors conferences and
speaking at churches and conferences across the globe. He is pastoring here in Southern
Ontario and he has preached before. | don't know what year it was, you were here. 2019. 2019
and shared with us and I'm delighted to have you back in the house. Would you put your hands
together and welcome Pastor David Forrest.

Thank you. Good evening church. | have come here with great sense of anticipation. There's not
another church that | know of that's like this one. You people are unbelievable. This is a
wonderful church. | so remember, so remember my time with you in 2019 and | told my wife, this
is going to be a treat. She could not be here this weekend and so | utter our special apologies.
She likes to travel with me but it's not always possible. So | want to speak tonight about blessing
each other with a word. Blessing each other with a word.

We look for the Lord to bless us, to outpour spirit upon us, etc, etc. We look for that but I've
come to remind you tonight, it's the Lord's plan that we would be a part of that whole scheme
that we are, every one of us, our able ministers and we are fully equipped to bring about that
blessing. Now you can experience the blessing in your home. You can experience the blessing in
your chair. Wherever you are, you can experience the blessing of God. But there's nothing like the
flow of the blessing of the Lord when the corporate body of Christ comes together with one
mind and one heart for there the Lord commands a blessing.

So | have three portions of Scripture. I'm not going to read them all. I'm just going to reference
them for you tonight. So the first would be in Genesis, the first book. And | bring to your attention
something that you already know that the entire universe was designed, crafted, created by the
spoken word of God. We know that and the Lord said, and it was done and the Lord said, and it
was done and the Lord said, whatever God says, it's actually a prophetic word. When God
speaks, something is about to happen. That was intriguing when we read in the Gospel of John
chapter 1.

It says, in the beginning, the word was with God. The word was God. And the word of God
created all things. Well, that's verifying what we just referenced in Genesis chapter 1. But it was
the word of God that created all of these things that we know of. And when the Lord spoke it in
the book of Genesis, He continuously said, after He spoke it, it came into existence and God
went on to say and look upon it and exclaim, now that's good until He got to the man and then
the Lord had second thoughts. He said, now this is not so good. And the lady said, ha ha. So it's
also very intriguing in John's Gospel chapter 1 that it was the word of God that came to dwell

among us.
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His name was, His name is. And the expression in John's Gospel is this. And the word

became flesh. He became humanity. He became reachable. He became touchable. But when

He came, He came to proclaim. He came to speak. And every word that came out of His mouth
caused some kind of a blessing. When He spoke, things happened. Even when He spoke and the
audience was not responding in any particular fashion, still His word had a tremendous
impression. The word became flesh and He dwelt among us. And then we go on to understand
from the book of Acts that the church was designed and called to be spokesman. So there it is
again. Genesis, God spoke and it became.

John 1 and the word, the spoken word, became flesh and He dwelt among us. And He
prophesied over us. He prophesied over the crowd. And He even told us about the things that
would be happening in the here and now as He spoke, things were created even as He spoke. So
now the church of Jesus Christ in the book of Acts. When we study the book of Acts, we come
to realize that the church was called in its mission to be proclaimers. Another word is, they were
called into a prophetic ministry. And another way to describe that is that the church is called to
be a prophetic community. And so much as tonight, as the people were singing and worshiping
the Lord, just a few moments ago, a prophetic word came toward us tonight and you responded
beautifully.

The pastor moved across this altar in the last few minutes and what was he doing? He wasn't
just walking about experiencing the presence of God, but what did he do? With his mouth, he
spoke a prophetic word. There were prayers tonight uttered and they were prophetic words. You
tonight were a beautiful expression of the calling of the church of Jesus Christ because you
were professing the songs that were up on this screen. What were they? They were prophetic
words. Death, you're finished. | don't know any of these songs. | loved every moment. | turned
over to the pastor and said, this is incredible.

| was so blessed by the words and the words that you sang tonight that were prophetic. They
were the Word of God in, can | put it this way? Those songs that you sang tonight were in effect
the prophetic Word of God put to music. They overcame the devil, the oppressor by the blood
and by the power of their spoken word, by their testimony. So we're called to be a prophetic
community, confessing, professing. We confess to each other, which is a form of lifting up and
encouraging. When | hear your stories of what God has done in your life, it encourages me and it
lifts me up. It is my hope and my desire that as | speak to you tonight, your, my words are a
means whereby you are uplifted, you are encouraged and your faith is ignited in a new and a
fresh way.

Now | want to go on to one more little passage of Scripture and it's found in the book of
Numbers chapter 6, just a couple of verses. And the word, and the Lord spake unto Moses, King
James, you'll forgive me for that, won't you? But listen closely now, the Lord spoke. What
happened in Genesis 1? And the Lord spoke and it was. So the Lord now speaks to Moses,
speaks. And he says to Moses, Moses, | want you to speak. I'm going to give you a word. We
need to get familiar with the concept, a word from the Lord. There were questions in the Old
Testament where someone would say, is there a word from the Lord? What's the Lord saying
now?
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When little Samuel was being reared in the temple in those early days, the word of God
declares and tells us a very sad moment happening in the history of Israel, there was no
word coming from the Lord. And when God is not speaking, we need to get afraid, very afraid.
We need to encourage the word of the Lord coming from you to me and from me to you, from
one person to another throughout our community. And then we need to go forth having been
encouraged and blessed. We need to go out into the community and there we need to bless
people. | have started doing something that some people find intriguing and for others, they
actually become afraid or they become, okay, okay, okay.

Have you noticed, surely you have? | checked it out this morning when | was leaving the Niagara
Peninsula. | stopped at my favorite dinner place, the drive-through of Timmy's. And have you
noticed it's the same whatever drive-through you go to? Those people that serve you are trained
to say something to you as you're leaving. What do they say? Have a good day. | was in a grocery
store recently and | just bought a bag of milk and a loaf of bread. And as | went to walk away, the
lady at the till said, have a good day. And | turned and it was like | was finishing her sentence in
my way. She said, have a good day. And | said, and may God bless you.

Her jaw dropped. And she said, oh, thank you. And I'm doing it frequently, not every day, not every
moment, but I'm doing it frequently. It's a gentle way. It's a gentle way of speaking Jesus. You
said, you sang the song, speak in the Misfreeze, speak among the mountains. You don't have to
go out there and shake people and throttle them and say, Jesus, you can just do it in this way.
And I'm going to show you how this is so powerful when you say God bless you. | want you to
know that listen to me, God bless you.

Watch this. It is a prophetic word. It's a prophetic word. So when | say to the lady at the till, God
bless you. I'm actually speaking a prophetic word into her life. | have no idea what her
background is, no idea what difficulty she's going through. But | just introduced God into her
personal conversation with herself. As | walked away, she had to be thinking, wow, it's a beautiful
way to introduce people to God. And it would be obvious to her that because | said what | did in
the way that | said it, it was obvious to her, I'm one of them Jesus people. I'm one of those scary
guys, the born-again's. And that has a profound effect. Because when you say something
beautiful like that, and God bless you, | do it in a gentle way. | don't do it in a blustery way.

| don't do it to just be heard. | don't do it to be fancy. | don't do it to be clever. | do it, watch this, |
do it with a genuine sense and a generous sense of love and appreciation. This is a human being
that I'm looking at at the till. And | don't know what difficulty she's going through. But | can
introduce Jesus in a very unique way by simply saying, and God bless you, where did | get that?
Where's Moses being told, hey Moses, | want you now to speak. So Moses comes to Aaron, and
I'm just going to put some words in Moses' mouth. Aaron, | was with the Lord this morning, and
the Lord God gave me a word for you. Aaron's ears caught on right now. | think Aaron would have
said, like little Miss Piggy, what? God gave you a word, Moses, for me. Yes. And you're going to
like this, Aaron. You are going to like this because the word that God has given me to give to you
is a powerful word, and it's going to change the future of the nation of Israel. And he may not
have said his, it's going to change the future of all God's people worldwide. Because you see, I've
heard the words God bless you ever since | was a little tight. God bless you, God bless you.
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As a little boy, the pastor would pat me on the head. What did he say to me? He said to me

the little ritualistic phrase, well God bless you, Sonny. And we use the word God bless you in
such a ritualistic fashion. | hope you're realizing that. Well, have a good day. Well, thank you. You
have a good day. Well God bless you. And as a pastor years ago, | made it my, | made it my thing
to be at the door. And as people were going out, | said, God bless you. God bless you.

Oh, hello, sister, God bless you, God bless you. | just needed a recording just push the button.
God bless you. God bless you. God bless you. God bless you. God bless you. God bless you. God
bless you. God bless you. | admit to you now that | did it like a robot. And why did | do so?
cranium, my little 2 by 4, that it was a good thing to do. But | did so without recognizing and
understanding the depth of the same. | care to share with you tonight, and it won't be long.
Aaron, here's what the Lord wants you to say. Go to the children of Israel, go to the congregation
and say, say this to them. God bless you.

Pastor told you, I've traveled to many countries of the world. | don't know any languages. |
struggled to maintain my English properly. | don't know all the languages, but in so many
countries where I've met someone and | felt it was a beautiful opportunity, | would go like this to
the individual. And the person understood that at that moment | was praying, my eyes open, my
mouth shut. But | was saying, in my heart, I'm rendering a prayer that he will cause rain. He will
cause blessings to come upon your life. And | always got the most beautiful smiles.

Aaron, | want you to do this. | want you to say this to the people. God bless you. Now you know
the rest of this verse. God bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious unto you. You know it all by heart. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you
and give you peace. The whole core of this prayer, that's what it is. It's a prayer. God bless you is
a prayer and the core of it is God bless you. The rest of the words of this little verse is an
extremity. It's a fuller description. It's a fuller understanding of what that word blessing means.

So he begins with God bless you and it should have been enough, but no, this is how the Lord
goes on. He says, wait, there's more. It's like a commercial. But wait, if you call right now, we've
got a great deal for you for just, there's more, but wait, get your car ready. There's more. And this
is the Lord through Moses telling Aaron, there's more. And when you're telling the people, tell
them, | can hardly explain to you all that God has for you. Let me begin just by telling you, God
bless you. But then he goes on to an extraordinary way. Speak more.

He says, this is what | mean. May he bless you that he would keep you and you can finish that
concept anywhere you want you. Keep you from the enemy. Keep you from disease. Keep you.
Keep you. May God bless you. And as he does so, | mean that he would keep you. They would
make his face shine upon you. That's not just beautiful poetry. What a beautiful picture that the
shine of his face would touch you and would change your life. | pray that God would bless you in
this way, that he would be gracious unto you, that he would be so upon you, favor that you did
not merit, that he would lift up his countenance upon you and give you his peace. | got pretty
excited in my own little mind. God bless you.

And yes, | love all of these little renderings that go further to explain what this prayer was about.
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And then | started digging a little bit deeper and I'm not, I'm not an academic. | don't know
Greek. | don't know Hebrew, but there are little textbooks and there's little cheating ways

where | can go and find out what was the original Hebrew word, what was the original Greek
word in the, what was the intention? What is the volume? What's the depth of that word? And |
started typing and Mr. Google helped me. | don't know if you've met him. Mr. Google helped me
when | started searching throughout the scriptures and through other, through other veins in
scripture, you know, software or whatever. | started out. | want to know about the word bless. |
want to know about God bless you. | want to know some more. | want to know some more.

| was led in my research to a beautiful little story. Abraham calls his servant and he says, my son
Isaac, he needs a bride. He needs a wife. | want to be a grandpa. God made me a glorious
promise of many, many children. In fact, he said that my family is going to bless the entire world.
He ain't going to happen. Isaac doesn't have a wife. Now you go and find a wife for my eyes. And
by the way, you know how rich | am. You take whatever's necessary to impress her, impress the
family, impress the cousins, impress the living daylights out of them.

Don't you let me down. You brought a beautiful bride back from my wife. Take as many camels
as you need and load them sky high with beautiful things. Abraham was a very wealthy man. So
we see the servant of Abraham heading out and he has a general sense of direction. But when
he reaches the territory, he hasn't got the foggiest idea. Will | find her under this date tree? Will |
find her in this? Where am | going to find her? But the Lord led him to a well. And he got an idea.
He decided to wake by the well. And in his heart, he was praying, Oh Lord, whoever you have
chosen for Isaac, | pray that she'll be coming any moment.

And the word says, even as he was praying, she showed up. But we just missed something in the
text that | want to take back to before any of that, the prayer and all the rest of it, something else
happened. And | can't read things in the Word of God without getting, what's that? Why is that
there? It says, | want to preface this with it. Well, | want to preface it with this. There's no such
thing as an idle word in this book. There's not an idle word. Every time you find something in the
Word of God, there's a reason. And it's a divine reason because you see God's speaking. So |
read these words. Then when he got to the well, he caused it, he made it somehow by hand
waving. Well, | don't know how he did this, but he said to all the camels, kneel down and they
knelt down. | got intrigued about that.

And | thought, I bet | know why they were kneeling down. You see, it goes on to tell us that she
drew water for his camels also. So |, in my cleverness, said, | know what's going on here. He had
the camels kneel down. So it'd be easy for him to water them. So then | started looking up
camels. How do camels drink? Sorry, bunkie. They don't kneel down. Camels drink standing up.
They don't have to kneel down. Oh, my theory's gone completely. Why did he cause the camels to
kneel down? Well, | have an idea now, a new one, and | can't find anything that could discourage
me with this little theory, that when the little gal, Rebecca, was approaching the well, when she
saw a man dressed like he was a king, and when she saw camels kneeling down, she got a
hunch. Why are the camels kneeling? Because they knelt back at Abraham's house to get loaded
with riches. And there's only one reason for the camels to kneel down now. She's won the lottery.
The camels are kneeling so that they might be unloaded.
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He was impressing the young damsel to the top of it right now. But | dug a little further and |
found the most amazing thing. I'm not a scholar. I've already told you that. | don't know any
Hebrew, and I'm going to tell you something now that kind of bends my brain backwards. But |
do know overseas that translating a fellow like me can be very, very challenging for the translator
because | will at times use terminology that they're unfamiliar with. And if | stop in the middle of
a sentence, they don't know where I'm going. So they haven't got the sense of what this, what's
this statement all about? And they'll go ahead and take a, take a chance, try and translate it as to
where they think I'm going. And then when | finished my statement, they realized they were
wrong.

So he touched me on the elbow, which is to say, just a minute, | got mixed up by what you said. |
got to fix it. So translating is a challenge. There's another problem with translating. How many
like chocolate ice cream? How many love chocolate ice cream? | love chocolate ice. | love
anything chocolate. | love anything sweet, but | love my wife. | got a new car last year. | love my
car. Pastor loves his car. | took a ride in it this afternoon. | love so many things. Try and translate
the word love into another, another culture gets challenging. You love your dog. You love your
wife. You love ice cream. What's this word love? It gets lost.

So when we get into translating that word bless, it gets a little tricky because that word bless, if
you go back and you dig in the original Hebrew, don't miss this. It could be translated, he caused
his knee, his camels to get into the blessing posture. When they now down, Rebecca was about
to receive a blessing. So they got into the kneeling posture. And the calling of God's people is, it's
kind of universal, that the common physical expression, and it's not a rule. It's not a law, but
we're so accustomed to kneeling before the Lord, bending the knees as a means of expressing
adoration. It's not just my words, but | express it physically. | bow before him.

Don't miss this now. I'm going to go deeper and further with this. As | kneel before him, it's an
expression of adoration. It's an expression of acknowledgement. It's an expression of, he loved
me. No, | want to love him. Kneeling has a powerful message to it. So you see, as | read this, that
to bless actually means to kneel. And | hear Aaron saying these words because it's the word of
the Lord, tell Aaron, watch it. Aaron, here's the word of the Lord. | want you to tell my people.
Aaron, this would be your prayer. Aaron, say it to the people. Has your priest. Have your spiritual
leader. My prayer is that God will kneel and express his love and his adoration for you. The God,
the word is condescension. The God will come down to where you are. And | know that there
would be something. No, no, no. You can't say that God should kneel before us. No, no, no.

Remember Jesus left the realms of glory. He came into our world and he knelt in the cesspool
where we chose to live. And there he embraced us in our filth and he said to us, | adore you. |
love you. | want to make a difference in your life. Aaron, this is the word of the Lord that I'm
wanting you to speak. Make it your prayer, Aaron. Aaron, your prayer is that God would kneel
down and there he would bless his people. | thought about this quite deeply. Not only do | do this
in the grocery store, but now as a pastor of what's really a little fledgling church down in the little
town of Vineland, I've told this congregation that | want us to experience an environment of
blessing. We have visitors most Sundays and | will say to the visitors at the end of the service,
we have a new tradition around here and that is that we pray for each other before we leave.
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And visitor, you can't leave until you either do the praying or you be the recipient of the prayer.
You can't go up that door until somebody blesses you. And I've told the people, don't do the
McDonald's thing. Well, have a nice day. But look into the eyes. Take a hold of the hand. Looking
in the eyes, say, my prayer is God bless you. In the middle of a service not too long ago, |
stopped because there's a lady in our church whao's struggling with cancer with tears streaming
down my eyes, down my face. | came down off that little platform and | knelt before her. | knelt
as an expression of my humility and as an expression of my concern and my love for this lady
who's fighting the fight of her life. And | said to her, I'm here. This is in front of the whole church.
I'm here. I'm here to bless you. And my blessing is this. | pray that God will kneel down to where
you are right now. Your body ravaged by praying your whole system, trying to adjust to these
weird chemicals that are designed to help you, sleepless nights, torment, concerns. He knows
where you are. And my prayer is that you will know right now, right now he's kneeling down
wherever you are as low as you feel. He's kneeling there right now.

Experience his embrace and let him pick you in his arms and don't be in a hurry to run away, but
soak for a little while in his presence and let God do a miracle in your life. | believe that not only
can | issue a blessing over the lady at the grocery store, but | can issue a blessing over you,
brother. | can say, God bless you. | tell you what | think even makes it even a little more powerful
is another expression that we're so familiar with. That not only do | say the words, but in a way |
come down to where you are, not that I'm higher or better, but that I'm endeavoring to come
down to where you are and that laying hands upon you. Jesus laid hands upon the lepers and
people in fear started backing away. They were so afraid. Jesus embraced the worst of the
worst. He embraced the man who was about to betray him. When he was with them in that
evening and the Passover meal, it says that Jesus dipped in the same dish as Judas. Jesus was
kneeling down at that moment really. He's saying, Judas, | care about you. It's not too late, you
know. You still got a chance to change your mind.

| honestly believe that now is an opportunity for us to come around this altar and lay hands upon
one another and speak blessing. Speak blessing. And you say, | don't know if I've got the faith to
impart blessing, the very fact that you would dare to lay hands upon someone's shoulder or just
touch them on the top of their head, the very fact that you'd be willing to endeavor to even just
say, | pray, God bless you. That's a powerful prayer. And by the way, it's a prophetic word. It's a
prophetic word.

A woman came into my wife's hospital bed. It doesn't matter how many years ago, it was a long
time ago. My wife was wasting away in cancer and a lady woke early that morning and God gave
her the word, go to April now. She took two bus rides to get to St. Joseph's hospital in Hamilton.
She came through the corridors. | was there, but | was at the end of the hall in another room
feeling sorry for myself because my wife clearly was dying. She was near the end of her life. She
was consumed by a cancer, but God sent a woman with a blessing. And that lady walked into the
room and she spoke a prophetic word over my wife. And within one half hour, my wife gave birth
to a size of an inflated soccer ball because a woman had a word from the Lord. God said, and it
was, Jesus, the word of God, became flesh and spoke over us. And he said, as the Father sent
me, now | send you.
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As a church, we're called to be a prophetic group. And when | touch your hand, not to say,
how do you do? How do you do? But when | touch your hand, and | say, Sister, | don't even
have to know your name, but my prayer is that God would bless you. That's a prophetic word.
That is a prophetic word. And as you come to this altar tonight, I'm going to speak prophetic
words over you. | might go further than God bless you. I'm not promising, but | might. And the
pastor and the prayer team are going to speak words over you. But | dare you. | dare you.

[ invite you. | prompt you. | urge you. Don't leave the ministry to me, but touch another and say
those words. The words that Aaron has taught us may the Lord bless you, lady who's nodding
your head. May God bless you. You. | said... ..I should say, but Iframe the cross. And | came the
cross... .. ARMOR... .. candy. .. so as well. He... .. kept Ed, because... .. it was not intended or... ..
sort of 10 most! .. world! .. stepped... .. every hammer. As first before. And as fast as | say, | have
only written one Book of 13... .. LIKE!"! .. landom

The LORD, You are God. | hold you right now. He's saying unto you, | will help you. Isn't that
simple? But isn't it our... Profound! Oh, yeah, it's a prophetic word. It's a prophetic word, honey.
It's a prophetic word. And you need to be a recipient tonight. You need to let somebody speak
over your life. And when they do, get ready to receive. Don't just, yeah, okay, you want to do that
for me. No, no, no, no.

Anticipate it, see, this is Jesus' prophetic function. He's prompting someone to minister to you.
You need it. She needs this. Would you stand with me? Musicians, you might want to help us.
And ministry team, | know that you're prepared to help us.




